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AGENDA

ÅDrainage and Water Quality

ÅAdministrative and Permitting Process Chapters
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DRAINAGE AND WATER QUALITY

Council Direction

ά¢ƘŜ ƴŜǿ ŎƻŘŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘƛȊŜ all types of homes for all kinds of people in all parts 
of town(our Strategic Housing Blueprint goals) and a development pattern that 
supports 50/50 Transportation Mode shareby 2039 (our Austin Strategic Mobility 
tƭŀƴύΦέ

ά¢ƘŜ ǊŜǾƛǎŜŘ /ƻŘŜ ǘŜȄǘ ŀƴŘ ƳŀǇ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƛƴ reduced allowable city-wide 
impervious cover, improved city-wide water quality, and reduced overall flood riskΦέ 

άNon-zoning regulations should provide flexibility to allow for higher unit yieldsfor 
parcels within activity centers and activity corridors. The code should create 
alternative equivalent means to ensure the balance of needs, while protecting 
environment, sustainability, public safety, transportation, utility and right of way 
ƴŜŜŘǎΦέ
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DRAINAGE AND WATER QUALITY

1. Impervious Cover

2. Flood Risk Reduction

3. Water Quality Controls and Green Stormwater Infrastructure (GSI)

4. Additional Water Quality Improvements

5. Missing Middle Housing
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IMPERVIOUS COVER

Council Direction

ά¢ƘŜ ǊŜǾƛǎŜŘ /ƻŘŜ ǘŜȄǘ ŀƴŘ ƳŀǇ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƛƴ reduced allowable city-wide 
impervious cover, improved city-wide water quality, and reduced overall flood 
ǊƛǎƪΦέ

άaŜǘƘƻŘǎ ǘƻ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƻǇǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ reduce allowable impervious cover in each 
watershedrelative to current code, and methods to measure and options to 
improve water quality in each watershed, should be developed for the new code 
and the following goals incorporated:

Å Reductions in impervious cover city-wide should either decrease allowable 
impervious cover for, or make no change to, each individual watershed
όǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜ ǘƻ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŎƻŘŜύΦέ
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FLOOD RISK REDUCTION

Council Direction

ά¢ƘŜ ǊŜǾƛǎŜŘ /ƻŘŜ ǘŜȄǘ ŀƴŘ ƳŀǇ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƛƴ ǊŜŘǳŎŜŘ ŀƭƭƻǿŀōƭŜ Ŏƛǘȅ-wide 
impervious cover, improved city-wide water quality, and reduced overall flood riskΦέ

ά¢ƘŜ aŀƴŀƎŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ǊŜǾƛǎƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŎƻŘŜ ǿƛƭƭ 
likely affect existing environmental regulations, understanding that the goal of the 
council is to preserve, or increase, our current level of environmental protections 
and sustainability with respect to flooding, water quality and usage, air quality, 
ŀƴŘ ƎǊŜŜƴƘƻǳǎŜ Ǝŀǎ ŜƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎΦέ
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FLOOD RISK REDUCTION

Current Code Draft 3 Potential Revisions Effect of Change
Å Commercial and 

multifamily 
redevelopment that does 
not increase impervious 
cover is not required to 
contribute to stormwater 
management

Å Redeveloping sites are 
required to manage 
stormwater as if they 
had 0% impervious cover 
όάƎǊŜŜƴŦƛŜƭŘ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘέύ

ÅάDǊŜŜƴŦƛŜƭŘ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘέ 
carried forward

Å Special considerations 
for small sites
(discussed below)

Å Equal treatment of 
redevelopment and 
άƎǊŜŜƴŦƛŜƭŘέ ǎƛǘŜǎ

Å Redevelopment sites 
must provide or 
contribute to detention 
and/or conveyance 
proportional to their 
impact to the drainage 
system

Å Reduce flood risk in 
areas with existing 
problems

Å Increase resilience to 
changing climate
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Existing Site with No Flood Management

Conveyance UpgradesFlood Detention

Regional SolutionsRegional Solutions
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FLOOD RISK REDUCTION

Council Direction

άNon-zoning regulations should provide flexibility to allow for higher unit yieldsfor 
parcels within activity centers and activity corridors. The code should create 
alternative equivalent means to ensure the balance of needs, while protecting 
environment, sustainability, public safety, transportation, utility and right of way 
ƴŜŜŘǎΦέ

ά¢ƘŜ ƴŜǿ [5/ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘΥ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ŦƛǎŎŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ōȅ όмύ facilitating 
fiscally sound infrastructure investment for both public and private interests; and 
(2) applying the code in strategic locations that maximize public infrastructure 
investment and minimize long term obligationsΦέ
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FLOOD RISK REDUCTION

Current Code Draft 3 Potential Revisions Effect of Change
Å If required, on-site 

drainage improvements 
are standard regardless 
of site size

Å Participation in the 
Regional Stormwater 
Management Program 
(RSMP) requires staff 
analysis and approval

Å No change from current 
code: RSMP participation 
requires staff analysis 
and approval regardless 
of site size

Å Allow automatic RSMP 
eligibility for small sites 
that meet the 
requirements in the 
Drainage Criteria Manual

Å More efficient use of 
private and public 
resources for small sites

Å Private development 
helps construct or fund 
necessary off-site 
drainage improvements

Å Maximizes public 
investment and 
minimizes long-term 
public obligations
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FLOOD RISK REDUCTION

Council Direction: ά¢ƘŜ Atlas 14 floodplain regulations should be approved and 
incorporated with the most current rainfall data as soon as possibleΦέ

The 500-year floodplain 
informed the mapping of 
potential transition zones 
and other properties in 
floodplains
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WATER QUALITY CONTROLS AND GSI

Council Direction

άExpand the use of Green Stormwater Infrastructure(GSI) controls to treat 
ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǎǳōŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǊƻŀŘǎΦέ

ά5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ retain more water on-site andencourage beneficial reuseΦέ

Rain Garden Rainwater Harvesting Biofiltration


